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the Silurian. In North America the rocks
ars especially prominent in New York, where
local names have been given a number of
the formations, such as the Niagara, the Hud-
son, the Trenton and the Chazy. Ordovickn
rocks also occur westward from the Appala-
chians as far as Minnesota. In general, they
follow the Y-shaped Laurentian continent of
that period. Most of the rocks are marbles
and sandstones, and some of them are of
considerable economic value. The petroleum
in Indiana and Ohio and some of the natural
gas found in these regions occur in the Or-
dovician formations, as do the deposits of zinc
and lead ore found in Wisconsin, Illinois and
Missouri.
ORE, a mineral from which metals can be
extracted with profit. Most gold and plati-
num and some other metals occur in ores in
a native state; others, such as copper, lead,
sine and iron, are chemically combined with
other substances. Ores frequently occur in
veins, or lodes, which are metalliferous de-
posits in fissures or cracks in rock. Metals
are commonly separated from the ore mass
by crushing the ore and smelting, either in
a blast furnace or an electric furnace. Often
the ore is first roasted, then smelted and sub-
jected to chemical processes, as in the case
of the extraction of gold and silver from low-
grade ores.
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_ ' REGON", one of the Western states of
the American Union, lying south of Wash-
ington and west of Idaho. California and
Nevada touch it on the south, and on its
western border is the Pacific Ocean. Rich in
natural resources and possessing great tracts
of fertile land, Oregon can look forward witli
confidence to a prosperous future. Though
it is not thickly populated, its people are
alert, progressive and unafraid of innova-
tions, and it has made a record for progress
in democratic ideals surpassed by no state
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and equaled by few. Oregon is popularly
known as the beaver state, on account of
the many beavers found in this region in the
early days. Its floral emblem is the Oregon
grape.
Area and Population. The ninth state in
size, it has an area of 96,699 square miles, of
which 1,092 square miles are water. The
states nearest it in size are Utah and Wyo-
ming, the lattei but 1,215 square miles larger,
Texas is about three times as large. In 1930,
with 953,786 inhabitants, Oregon was the
thirty-third state in population. It then
had 10 persons to the square mile, about
the same density as Colorado, and greater
than that of either North or South Dakota.
Among the foreign population, Germans and
Canadians are found in greatest number.
There are more than 8,000 Chinese and Jap-
anese, and over 9,700 Indians. The latter
live upon the Klain'ath, Umatilla and Warm
Springs reservations.
Religion. The Roman Catholics constitute
the strongest religious body, and Methodists
are the most numerous of the Protestants
Others, in order of rank, are the Baptist,
Presbyterian, Disciples of Christ and Con-
gregational denominations.
Cities. In 1930 there were eight cities with
populations exceeding 8,000. These were
Portland (301,815), Salem (26,266), Eugene
(18,901), Klamath Falls (16,093), Medford
(11,007), Astoria (10,349), Bend (8,848),
and La Grande (8,050).
Surface and Drainage. Oregon is crossed
from north to south by three ranges of moun-
tains; the Coast Range, from ten to thirty
miles from the coast; the Cascades, nearly
parallel with the Coast Range and from 120
to 150 miles inland, and the Blue Mountains,
in the eastern part. The Coast Range varies
from 1,000 to 4,000 feet in altitude. The
range is irregular, with numerous transverse
valleys, but it is broken in only a few places.
The Cascades have an average height of
nearly 6,000 feet, but there are a number of
peaks that exceed 10,000 feet. The most
prominent of these is Mount Hood, near the
northern border, with an altitude of 11,225
feet. Other peaks worthy of mention are
Mount Jefferson, Mount Pitt, Diamond
Mountain and the Three Sisters. Both
ranges are heavily timbered to the tree line,
making Oregon a leading state in extent and
value of forest area. Between the Coast
Range and the Cascades is a broad,

